


long distance, it automatically scrolls 
the timeline as you go through each 
event.

MS PowerPoint can be used to 
bring in one event at a time, by 
simply animating each event. Each 
event in an MS PowerPoint created 
timeline can come into view by a 
number of methods such as wiping it 
from the base of the scale or having 
it fade into view. Again, with some 
knowledge of this powerful presenta-
tion tool, users can create some eye-
catching effects.

Other Tips and Advice— 
Danger Will Robinson!

One of the challenges that arise 
when litigators learn the potential 
of timeline graphics and the tools to 
create them is that they frequently 
want to create visuals with too many 
events. Although there are techniques 
used to handle this, it is advisable to 
narrow down events to only those 
that are essential to the story. If there 
are events that a trial lawyer can live 
without in the timeline, eliminate 
them. It will make for a cleaner 
graphic in the end.

Another technique to enhance the 
overall effectiveness of an electroni-

cally presented graphic timeline is 
to also create a foam-core board 
demonstrative of the complete 
timeline to be referred to after the 
electronic presentation. In this way a 
completed timeline can be available 

for view during the course of the 
trial without it being the focal point 
of any given event that is being dis-
cussed. This visual may also be useful 
to the trial team to refer to with wit-
nesses.

It never hurts to be creative in 
your timeline. Building a timeline in 
different formats can be effective.  
For example TimeMap now has verti-
cal templates allowing timelines to 
be built in a vertical fashion as shown 
below, as compared to a traditional 
horizontal fashion.

Another option may be to build a 
timeline that is diagonal in structure 
for a variety of reasons. The figure 
above illustrates what can be done 
with this unique type of diagonal 
graphic.

Summary
If you are a novice at creating 

timelines and need a starting point, 
you should consider using TimeMap 
or TimelineXpress because both 
make creating basic timelines very 
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easy. They have excellent built-in 
features to allow the import of 
previously built chronologies to 
avoid having to start from scratch. 
Also, the ability of TimeMap and 
TimelineXpress to export to an MS 
PowerPoint file format allows more 
advanced users to then animate and 
prepare interactive presentations. 
While MS PowerPoint does not have 
the ability to create timeline graph-
ics by importing chronologies, it is 
the strongest tool for creating the 
most visibly appealing and interac-
tive timeline presentations. Either 

way, any of these tools can be used 
to create useful timelines so that the 
trial lawyer can effectively walk a 
jury or audience through the story 
and the evidence of their case.

Contributor: Material for this 
article was contributed by Timothy 
Piganelli, the CEO and founder of 
Legal Technology Consulting, Inc. Tim 
is a nationally recognized speaker and 
author as well as one of the country’s 
top trial consultants in the areas of trial 
strategies, trial presentation, courtroom 
technology, and computerized litigation 
support.

and the tools being used.
Each team has responsibilities in this 

process. However, the technical team 
can, and perhaps should, take the lead in 
managing the transition to the full use 
of technology by legal teams. By under-
standing the attorney or paralegal’s 
level of acceptance of and comfort with 
technology, and gearing their interac-
tion and information to that level, the 
technical team can be more effective. 
Attorneys and paralegals must take the 
time and make the effort to gain the 
knowledge necessary to enable them to 
make informed decisions throughout the 

e-discovery process. Understanding the 
perspective and challenges of the other 
team can facilitate the effectiveness of 
both teams in the mission of achieving 
the best possible result for their litiga-
tion client.

About the Authors:  Charlotte Riser 
Harris is a Managing Consultant with Five 
Star Legal and Compliance Systems, Inc.  
Previously, she was the Manager of Practice 
Support at Vinson & Elkins LLP.  Don Swanson 
is the President and Founder of Five Star Legal 
and Compliance Systems, Inc.  Don is a rec-
ognized expert in litigation support computer 
systems and works with law firms, corporate and 
government clients across the country.
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